Convulsions in children undergoing renal transplantation.
We reviewed the records of 154 children who received 207 renal transplants for end-stage renal disease from 1965 to 1987, and discovered that 48 (31%) had had convulsive seizures, some before transplant surgery, others only after transplant, and some during both before and after transplantation. The majority of children had minimal long-term problems, and 60% of the children had only a single convulsion. In six of the patients, convulsions were a manifestation of more serious underlying conditions that produced significant morbidity. Seizures of differing clinical type occurred, with hypertension being the most significant etiologic factor. In children with renal failure, there are minimal symptoms heralding the hypertensive encephalopathy. Rapid resolution without recurrence of seizures after control of hypertension is a major sign that hypertension was the cause and that the long-term prognosis is good.